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In didactic instruction the teacher directly
tells the student what to believe and think ab-
out a subject. The students’ task is to rememb—
er what the teacher said and reproduct it on d-
this mode of t—

emand. In its most common form,

eaching falsely assumes that one can dire-—

global standard, critical thinking

ctly give a person knowledge without that
person having to think his or her way to
it. 1)
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The ideal of critical thinking is to le-
arn to think for oneself, to gain command
over one’ s thought processes. Intellectual
autonomy does not entail willfulness, stu-—
bbornness, or rebellion. It entails a com—
mitment to analyzing and evaluating belie-
fs on the basis of reason and evidence, to
question when it is rational to question
to believe when it is rational to believe
and to conform when it is rational to co-—
nform. 1)
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The field of English language arts consi-—
Sts of the interrelated skills of reading, w—
riting, listening, speaking, viewing, and pr—
oducing. A text may be spoken, written, or co-—
nstructed solely of images. There is power in
all words, but the written word is forever.
Through reading, people connect to eternity
and to each other. Readers can transcend the
limitations of the immediate, they can empat-—
hize with characters from remote time periods
and distant countries. Readers can find safe—
ty when they are feeling vulnerable and comm—
unity when they are feeling isolated. Furthe-—
rmore, readers form powerful bonds with each
other as they experience a text and construc—
t meaning together.

Through writing, speaking, and producing v-—
isual texts, students can develop their ideas
and command attention. They can become agents
of social change. They can open doors to new
opportunities for themselves and others. When
language is used clearly and precisely, it c-—
an help to discern what is false and clarify
what is true.

The English language arts promote an act—

ive stance in the world. Those who can use
language to interrogate reality help to su-
pport the free exchange of ideas. They can
articulate their ideals and advocate for t—
he realization of those ideals.b5)

The English language arts provide skills
for lifelong learning. Success in English
language arts has a powerful effect on suc-—
cess in other classrooms, other disciplene—
s, and nonacademic aspects of life.b5)
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A REPORT OF THE PRACTICAL TRAINING OF LANGUAGE ARTS REQUIRED
IN GROBALIZED SOCIETY

Momoki OHINATA

As the globalization of the current Japanese society is progressing. the education and dev-—
elopment of new human resources are required. The traditional Japanese language education at
school based on the didactic instruction method, does not help the students to acquire what
the globalized society is seeking for. Classes focusing on memorization and answer selection
tests system, do not give the students the chance neither of thinking by themselves nor get-—
ting the elementary communication skills. Therefore it is urgent to develop human resources
who have creative thinking, with the communication skills required to be able to confidently
express their own opinions. That is what globalize society is in need for. It is a global s-—
tandard need. Language Arts are a global standard as well. Introducing Language Arts practi-—
ce in the language education system or in adults education is the way to nurture the human

resources with the creative thinking required for the needs of the globalized society



