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Soon Japan will enter the mega-shrink stage of the population, and the era of formation of the Super
Mega Region (SMR) by the inauguration of the linear motor Shinkansen will also come. On the other
hand, in Japan, where 60% of the land area is designated as depopulated regions, there are serious situa-
tion of depopulation and decay of industries, especially in the West Japan. As the population and econo-
my shrink in size, it is urgently needed to consider measures that allow these areas to continue without
loss of quality of life. According to Haas and Westlund et al.(2018), the waves of Post-urban are on the
rise, characterized by different inter-regional relationships. The significance of the urban structure backed
by proximity, such as the big city, the suburbs, and the back region, has diminished, and it is the time to
come close ties with distant areas. Asymmetric inter-regional connections beyond ranks in the regional
hierarchy are likely to be created, and Urry's "social scape" (network with substances) will become more
important. The author has been conducting research on the actual conditions of industry and life and their
sustainability for the island town, Okinoshima cho in Shimane prefecture since 2014. Based on the results,
I consider the sustainability of marginal areas and depopulating societies. At the presentation in Ama-
kusa, I will refer to actual situation of a real peripheralized and marginalized region, Okinoshima.



