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RECONSIDERING JAPAN’S ENERGY STOCKPILING SYSTEM IN
PREPARATION OF POTENTIAL BLOCKADES OF MARITAIME
TRANSPORTATION ROUTES

Atsushi FUJII

Japan has achieved results in response to the oil crisis by implementing energy-saving policies, diversi-
fying power sources through nuclear power and LNG, and strengthening oil reserves. However, the current
energy structure is significantly changing, with a decrease in oil demand and an increase in the supply of
LNG and coal due to the cessation of nuclear power generation. However, the stockpiling system continues
to be limited to oil. Although Renewable energy will steadily and surely increase, there will remain sectors
that inevitably rely on fossil fuels, so energy security remains a challenge. Currently, Japan is conducting
about 99% of its total trade volume by sea transport, but the threat to the sea transport routes, which are
lifelines for Japan, is also increasing. It is crucial to continually have preparations following the energy
structure, repeating simulations and stress tests in anticipation of an energy crisis.



